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Industrial Landowner Protects Mile-Long Ridgeline in Catskill 
 

Preserves outstanding views from Hudson River, Olana, Rip Van Winkle Bridge 
 

CATSKILL (GREENE COUNTY)—The owner of Peckham Industries, one of the largest suppliers of road-

construction materials in the Northeast, has collaborated with Scenic Hudson to protect a mile-long forested 

ridgeline in Catskill that contributes to outstanding views enjoyed from the Hudson River, the Rip Van Winkle 

Bridge, Olana State Historic Site and many other public vantage points. The acquisition marks another 

important victory in the organization’s campaign to Save the Land That Matters Most. 

 

John Peckham, the owner of Peckham Industries, donated a conservation easement to Scenic Hudson on 76 

acres along a ridge paralleling Route 9W and located due west of the 480-acre RamsHorn-Livingston Sanctuary, 

which the group co-owns with Audubon New York. The easement permanently safeguards the most visually 

sensitive portion of Catskill Quarry, a large industrial property where Peckham Industries operates a rock 

quarry. Mr. Peckham also orchestrated the demolition of several large, obsolete industrial structures on adjacent 

riverfront lands that are part of Peckham Industries’ quarrying operation. These disused structures had long 

marred magnificent views from Olana, the 19th-century mansion and surrounding designed landscape created by 

renowned Hudson River School painter Frederic Edwin Church. 

 

“This conservation easement is a great example of how industrial landowners and environmental organizations 

can work together to safeguard the Hudson Valley’s most important natural resources,” said Scenic Hudson 

President Ned Sullivan. “Scenic Hudson thanks John Peckham for his vision and generosity in protecting the 

Olana viewshed, ensuring that future generations can always connect with this landmark of American culture.”  

 

“As a family-owned company which has been in business in the Hudson Valley since 1924, Peckham Industries 

is proud to work with Scenic Hudson in granting the Catskill conservation easement. We are committed to 

reducing our company’s environmental impact and being a good neighbor in the communities we operate in,” 

said John Peckham. 

 

“The artist Frederic Church designed Olana’s 250-acre landscape around its iconic views, and this view in 

particular is extremely important to preserve,” said The Olana Partnership’s Landscape Curator Mark 

Prezorski. “Olana attracts visitors from around the world, and without the foresight and cooperation of 

neighbors like John Peckham and the efforts of Scenic Hudson to protect these views, Olana would not be a 

complete work of art.” 

 

Collaborative campaign targets protecting valley’s most important landscapes 
Scenic Hudson’s campaign to Save the Land That Matters Most is a multi-year, collaborative effort with fellow 

land trusts, governments, individuals and businesses to protect lands of the highest scenic, ecological and 

agricultural significance throughout the Hudson Valley. Since initiating the Saving the Land That Matters Most 

campaign in 2007, Scenic Hudson has conserved nearly 13,000 acres and our land trust partners more than 2,600 

additional acres. 
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Olana’s spectacular vistas contribute significantly to its popularity as one of the region’s top tourism 

destinations, attracting more than 170,000 visitors annually and generating nearly $8 million of economic 

stimulus each year in surrounding communities. Since 1992 Scenic Hudson and its conservation partners have 

protected nearly 2,700 acres visible from Olana. 

 

About Scenic Hudson 
Scenic Hudson works to protect and restore the Hudson River and its majestic landscape as an irreplaceable 

national treasure and a vital resource for residents and visitors. A crusader for the valley since 1963, we are 

credited with saving fabled Storm King Mountain from a destructive industrial project and launching the 

modern grass-roots environmental movement. Today with more than 25,000 ardent supporters, we are the 

largest environmental group focused on the Hudson River Valley. Our team of experts combines land 

acquisition, support for agriculture, citizen-based advocacy and sophisticated planning tools to create 

environmentally healthy communities, champion smart economic growth, open up riverfronts to the public and 

preserve the valley’s inspiring beauty and natural resources. To date Scenic Hudson has created or enhanced 

more than 65 parks, preserves and historic sites up and down the Hudson River and conserved over 35,000 

acres. www.scenichudson.org 
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